
Shoemaker Emergent Readers  (Independent Levels A/B) 
 
What your child can do: 
 Readers at this level are just beginning to develop concepts of print.  They 
are able to hold a book and use pictures to tell a story, but may not yet pay 
attention to the words on the page.  They may know some letter names and 
sounds, but may not distinguish between letters and words. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Identifying letter sounds, names and formation 
• Tracking words from left to right 
• Listening for and making up rhyming words 
• Saying a sentence and listening for how many words we hear; clapping or 

tapping out each word 
• Clapping or tapping out syllables in a word 
• Beginning to identify 10 sight words 
• Remembering and using pictures and language patterns to read a story 
• Previewing a book by looking at the pictures and predicting words that might 

be in the book 
• Using beginning sounds when reading 

 
Books your child may enjoy reading: 
Wordless picture books will help your child develop oral language skills, and also 
give your child practice using pictures to tell story.  ABC books and rhyming books 
help your child identify letters and sounds, and can help your child hear rhyming 
patterns. 

• Do You Want To Be My Friend? by Eric Carle 
• Have You Seen My Cat? by Eric Carle 
• Have You Seen My Duckling? by Nancy Tafuri 
• A Lunch with Punch by Jo S. Kittinger 
• Brian Wildsmith’s ABC by Brian Wildsmith 
• Frog Goes to Dinner by Mercer Mayer 

 
 
 
 



 
Shoemaker Early Readers  (Independent Levels C/D/E) 
 
What your child can do: 

Readers starting at this level know most or all of the alphabet, and are able 
to identify sounds at the beginning of words.  Early readers recognize ten or more 
sight words, and are beginning to track print with 1:1 correspondence.  They are 
able to read a story using pictures clues and story patterns. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Cross checking picture clues with beginning sounds to figure out a word 
• Identifying beginning, middle, and ending sounds in 3 and 4 letter words 
• Increasing sight word vocabulary (50 + words) 
• Reading simple text using repeated language patterns, pictures, sight words, 

and beginning sounds 
• Retelling events in order 
• Naming story parts (characters, setting, favorite part) 
• Using 2 or more strategies to figure out new words 

 
Books your child may enjoy reading: 

• All by Myself by Mercer Mayer 
• Go, Dog, Go! by P.D.Eastman 
• The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss 
• A Rainbow of my Own by Don Freeman 
• I Went Walking by Sue Williams 
• School Bus by Donald Crews 
• Bears in the Night by Stan and Jan Berenstain 
• Footprints in the Snow by Cynthia Benjamin 
• Biscuit books by Alyssa Capucilli 
• Hello Reader! level 1 books 
• Green Light Readers level 1 books 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Shoemaker Beginning Readers  (Independent Levels F/G/H) 
 
What your child can do: 
 Readers starting at this level have built up their sight word vocabulary, 
recognizing 50+ words.  They track print with 1:1 correspondence, and recognize when 
something doesn’t make sense.  They are using beginning and ending sounds to cross 
check picture clues, and are able to read simple books with pattern changes. Readers at 
this stage are starting to focus more on words, and relying less on pictures and word 
patterns to read a story.   Readers are using multiple strategies to figure out new words.  
They ask themselves does it look right, does it sound right, and does it make sense when 
figuring out a new word. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Recognizing 100+ sight words 
• Using word families to sound out new words  
• Developing fluency by rereading a story a few times 
• Remembering to pause at periods when there are several sentences on a page 
• Identifying vowel sounds (a, e, i, o, u), blends (drop, best), and digraphs (the, ch, 

sh) 
• Building stamina to read longer books 
• Reading silently at times and remembering what was read 
• Using skip, read, and return along with other self-correcting strategies to figure 

out new words 
 
Books your child may enjoy reading: 

• Spot series, by Eric Hill 
• Puppy Mudge series, by Cynthia Rylant 
• Sammy the Seal and other books by Syd Hoff 
• Put Me in the Zoo by Robert Lopshire 
• Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 
• Little Critter books by Mercer Mayer  
• I Can Read Level 1 books 
• Step Into Reading Level 1 books 
• Eyewitness Readers, Level 1 



Shoemaker Developing Readers  (Independent Levels I/J/K) 
 
What your child can do: 
 Readers starting at this level have a core sight vocabulary of 100+ words, which they 
read with fluency. They are able to keep track of characters and simple plots, and do not rely 
on story patterns for reading. They use word parts to decode new words, and are using skip, 
read, and return and the 3-cueing system (Does it look right?  Does it sound right?  Does it 
make sense?) for self-correction.  They can read silently and recall what happened in the story. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Responding in writing to a book by retelling, identifying story elements, or sharing a 
favorite part 

• Using word patterns and vowel patterns to figure out words with two or more syllables 
• Building stamina to read and understand longer books with “stand alone” chapters 
• Continuing to practice reading silently and remembering what was read 
• Making predictions about a book or article based on what we’ve read before 
• Developing fluency by rereading 
• Using skip, read, and return and self-correcting strategies (Does it look right?  Does it 

sound right?  Does it make sense?) to figure out 2- and 3- syllable words 
• Keeping track of events in longer books 

 
Books your child may enjoy reading: 

• Curious George by H.A. Rey 
• Corduroy by Don Freeman 
• Morris the Moose by Bernard Wiseman 
• Caps for Sale by Esphr Slobodkina 
• Froggy series by Jonathan London 
• Clifford series by Norman Bridwell 
• Mr. Putter and Tabby series and Poppleton series, by Cynthia Rylant 
• Nate the Great series by Marjorie W. Sharmat 
• First Little House Book series adapted from Laura Ingalls Wilder 
• Arthur by Marc Brown 
• DK Readers, Level 2 
• I Can Read Level 2 books 
• Step Into Reading, Level 2 books 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shoemaker Transitional Readers  (Independent Levels L/M)   
 
What your child can do: 

Readers starting at this level are able to comprehend longer books with “stand alone” 
chapters or simple story lines.  They are continuing to develop their fluency and self-monitoring 
strategies.  They can retell important story events. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Responding in writing to a book by retelling, identifying story elements, or sharing a 
favorite part 

• Using word patterns and vowel patterns to figure out words with three or more syllables 
• Building stamina to read and understand longer books  
• Keeping track of characters and changes in setting 
• Understanding how a nonfiction book is organized 
• Making predictions about a book or article based on what we’ve read before 
• Developing fluency by rereading poems, stories and plays 
• Sounding out longer words familiar from everyday speech 
• Finding specific evidence in the story to support answers 
• Reading for longer periods of time without getting tired 
• Developing diverse comprehension strategies while reading (making connections, 

visualizing, summarizing, predicting, asking questions 
 
Series and authors your child may enjoy reading: 

• Books by Jan Brett 
• Books by James Marshall 
• Books by Matt Christopher 
• A Picture Book of Jackie Robinson and other books in this biography series by David 

Adler 
• Horrible Harry series by Suzy Kline 
• Cam Jansen  series by David Adler 
• Junie B. Jones series by Barbara Park 
• Magic Treehouse series by Mary Pope Osbourne 
• Step Into Reading, Level 3 books 
• I Can Read, Level 3 books 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shoemaker Fluent Readers  (Independent Levels N/O/P)  
 
What your child can do: 

Readers starting at this level are able to comprehend longer books.  They can keep track 
of characters and storylines over the course of a chapter book.  They are continuing to develop 
their fluency and self-monitoring strategies.  They can summarize chapters they have read.  
They know how to preview different types of books such as fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Responding in writing to a book by retelling, identifying story elements, or sharing a 
favorite part 

• Using word patterns and vowel patterns to figure out words with three or more syllables 
that are not familiar to them from everyday speech 

• Determining main idea and important events 
• Using context clues, prefixes, and suffixes to figure out new words 
• Building stamina to read, understand and complete longer books  
• Identifying changes in time or place in between chapters and throughout a story 
• Understanding how a nonfiction book or story is organized 
• Developing book preferences based on favorite characters, genres or authors 
• Keeping track of dialogue 
• Keeping track of comprehension strategies while reading (making connections, visualizing, 

summarizing, predicting, asking questions 
• Reading independently for 30-minutes without getting tired 

 
Series and authors your child may enjoy reading: 

• A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy 
• Books by Patricia Polacco 
• Books by Tomie dePaola 
• Socks and other books by Beverly Cleary 
• Mrs. Piggle Wiggle by Betty MacDonald 
• A Mouse Called Wolf and other books by Dick King Smith 
• The Boxcar Children series by Gertrude C. Warner 
• Puppy Place  series by Ellen Miles  
• Step Into Reading, Level 4 books 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shoemaker Independent Readers I  (Independent Levels Q/R/S) 
 
What your child can do: 
 Readers at this level are able to understand multiple plot lines in a story.  They can 
keep track of main characters as well as understand the impact of minor characters on 
story events.  Independent readers can read for at least 30-minutes without getting 
tired.   They are also able to use clues from the story to understand unfamiliar settings 
and vocabulary. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Understanding how a character changes throughout a story 
• Identifying critical points in a story 
• Keeping track of events in books with more complicated story lines 
• Understanding the theme or author’s message 
• Using context clues, prefixes, and suffixes to figure out new words 
• Identifying changes in time or place in between chapters and throughout a story 
• Identifying how a non-fiction book or article is organized 
• Identifying author’s or character’s point of view 
• Developing book preference based on favorite characters, genres, or authors 

 
Series and authors your child may enjoy reading: 

• Little House books by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
• books by Gordan Korman 
• books by Andrew Clements 
• The Doll People series 
• I Survived series 
• Animal Ark series 
• Mysteries In Our National Parks series 
• Dog Whisperer series 
• Lemonade War series by Jacqueline Davies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shoemaker Independent Readers II  (Independent Levels T+) 
 
What your child can do: 
 Readers at this level are able to keep track of multiple story events, as well as 
compare and contrast information from two related texts. They read comfortably for at 
least 30 minutes without getting tired or losing focus, and are able to read long 
stretches of descriptive text that is critical to plot development. They are also able to 
use clues from the story to understand unfamiliar settings and vocabulary. 
 
What we’ll be working on: 

• Supporting predictions and conclusions with clear evidence from the story or text 
• Organizing important information in summary form 
• Keeping track of events in books with multiple story lines 
• Understanding varying points of view 
• Understanding the theme or author’s message 
• Using context clues, prefixes, and suffixes to figure out new words 
• Understanding and integrating information from multiple texts on the same topic 
• Recognizing symbolism 
• Closely rereading portions of text to get a deeper understanding of theme, 

vocabulary, cause and effect, and/or point of view 
• Understanding how a series of chapters or the overall structure of a text 

contribute to text meaning 
• Developing book preference based on favorite characters, genres, or authors 

 
Series and authors your child may enjoy reading: 

• The Warriors series by Erin Hunter 
• books by Carl Hiaasen 
• books by Jerry Spinelli 
• 39 Clues series 
• Chronicles of Narnia series by C.S. Lewis 
• Baseball Card Adventures series by Dan Gutman 
• Goddess Girls series by Joan Holub and Suzanne Williams 
• Vet Volunteers series 

 
 


